Understanding risk, patient and provider preferences, and obstetrical decision making: approach to delivery after cesarean.
Decision making regarding approach to delivery after cesarean is complex and requires consideration of the probabilities of clinical outcomes and the preferences of pregnant women. Depending on the clinical situation, a range of management options may be appropriate, and understanding women's beliefs and values regarding the process and outcomes of obstetrical interventions, as well as providing them with clear information regarding risk, is a necessary part of providing evidence-based, patient-centered care. We conducted a review of the literature on risk communication, patient and provider preferences, and obstetrical decision-making and offer recommendations on how to incorporate patient preferences in the context of delivery after cesarean.